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Chair’s Letter to the Membership 

SECTION OFFICERS 
  

Chair: Renée Reedy 
328-0030 // renee.reedy@r2solutionsllc.com 
 
Vice Chair: Joe Kosteczko 
232-1859 // jkostecz@odu.edu  
 
Secretary: Neil St. Clair  
630-4173 // nstclair@fairleadint.com 
 
Treasurer: Chuck Doty  
298-9394 // chuckdoty0303@gmail.com 
 

SECTION COMMITTEES 
 

Arrangements & Newsletter: David Jarvis 
636-1661 // djarvis79@gmail.com 
 
EOQ Awards: Andy Vasquez  
434-8223 // mightymo5@verizon.net 
 
FMMS: Charlie Pfeifer 
424-2013 // charlie@cgpfam.net 
 
FMMS: Jessica Galassie  
(609) 668-1797 // galassie@gmail.com 
 
MegaRust: Dave Zilber  
266-2193 // djzilber@gmail.com   
 
Membership Chair: LaRue Dickinson 
969-0770 // ldickinson@aerotek.com 
 
Newsletter & STEM: Andi McCusker 
630-4173 // amccusker@fairleadint.com 
 
Programs Co-Chair: Juan Orozco 
(571) 529-4447 // jorozco@auxsysinc.com 
 
Programs Co-Chair: Garrett Farman 
793-8611 // gfarman@tsoln-inc.com 
 
Section Councilor: Vincent Janowiak  
810-5865 // vincent.janowiak@hii-tsd.com  
 
Social Media: Pam Schools 
572-7839 // pamgschools@gmail.com 

 
Web Master: Lon Scofield 
635-3613 // scofvb@verizon.net 

 

   (Area code 757 unless specified) 

Greetings Tidewater Members and Friends,  
 
Warm weather, Tides Baseball, “Something in the Water” and the end of anoth-
er successful ASNE Tidewater Chapter Program year. Summer is rapidly     
approaching, but we still have a few more events on the calendar this year. 
 
First, I would like to thank Dr. Martin Irvine, Jr, Executive Director, U.S. 
Navy Submarine Forces, for providing an update on the Submarine Forces at 
our April 19 dinner/meeting. We have had some churn on our May speaker but 
looking forward to welcoming Rear Admiral Dennis Velez, Commander, Car-
rier Strike Group TEN.  Please check the website for any last-minute changes.  
 
Elections are complete and results are announced on Page 5! Please plan to join 
us at our June Social to welcome in the new slate of officers. Details coming! 
 
June is a busy month for us --- starting with our annual Ultimate Build-A-Boat 
Challenge showcasing June 10-11, 2023, as part of Harbor Fest.  This will be 
the 27th Anniversary of this great event!   Come join the fun! 
 
Our ASNE Planning Committees have been working hard as they prepare for 
preparation for two Symposia scheduled in Tidewater in June (MegaRust June 
13-15 in Hampton and MACC June 27-29 in Portsmouth).  Additionally, the 
annual PEP competition will be held in conjunction with MACC 2023. Be sure 
to check out the website for the scheduled events.  Our ODU Chapter is work-
ing hard to prep their boat to take advantage of this “home court advantage”!  
Come show your support.  
 
Public Service Announcement – It has come to my attention that some mem-
bers of our Chapter have received emails that appear to originate from myself 
or one of the other Executive Committee members asking for some assistance.  
Please know that we will NEVER ask you to purchase gift cards, etc. on behalf 
of the Section. If ever in doubt, please give us a call before you spend any mon-
ey! 
 
Finally, one last pitch on Membership and Volunteers.  You have heard me say 
before, Membership is the key to the success of our Section and the health of 
the Society as a whole.  We are all members of the Membership committee 
when it comes to inviting our fellow Naval Engineer and Maritime profession-
als to join ASNE. Please reach out to your colleagues and encourage them to 
join or renew their membership in the Society.  Please check out the updated 
membership pricing and recently added digital membership – there is some-
thing for everyone.  Please pass the word - Join ASNE Today!    
 
Volunteers are what make and keep our Society and particularly our Section 
vibrant and relevant to today’s Navy. Make a plan to get more involved by join-
ing a committee in the fall or by volunteering to help out with one of our 
events. You won’t regret it. 
 
Thank you again for all you do to support our Section!   
 
Renée Reedy 
ASNE TW Section Chair 
ASNE.Tidewater.Social@gmail.com 
asne-tw.org 

https://www.navalengineers.org/Membership/Membership-Application
mailto:ASNE.Tidewater.social@gmail.com
https://asne-tw.org/
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• Members: $33 in advance / $35 at the door 
• Non-members: $38 in advance / $40 at the door 

• Military: $20 in advance / $25 at the door 
• Students: $10 in advance / $15 at the door 

ASNE TW May Dinner/ Meeting Program 

The ASNE Tidewater Section will hold the next dinner/meeting program on May 17, 2023. Our guest 
speaker is Rear Admiral Dennis Velez, Commander, Carrier Strike Group TEN. We look forward to    
seeing you!  
 
Place:  Holiday Inn Virginia Beach-Norfolk at 5655 Greenwich Road, Virginia Beach  

Time:  5:30-6:00pm Cocktails and Networking; 6:00-8:00pm Dinner and Program 

Cost:  

 

 
Rear Adm. Dennis Velez is a native of Adjuntas, Puerto Rico. He is a 1992 graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy with a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering. He also earned a master’s degree in 
Information Technology Management from Touro University in 2004. 
 
At sea, Velez completed tours aboard USS Stout (DDG 55), USS Carr (FFG 52), USS Gettysburg (CG 64), 
and USS Donald Cook (DDG 75). He served on afloat staffs with Commander, U.S. Second Fleet/Striking 
Fleet Atlantic aboard USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) and as the deputy commander for Destroyer     
Squadron Fifteen in Japan. He was the commanding officer of USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62) and USS San 
Jacinto (CG 56). 
 
Ashore, Velez served as officer in charge of Western Hemisphere Group Caribbean Area Coordinator;  
Surface Placement branch head, Head Junior Surface Warfare Distribution, Assistant Captain detailer and 
deputy director for Surface Warfare Distribution at Naval Personnel Command; Joint Staff Strategic Plans 
and Policy Directorate as chief, North East Asia Division and 
assistant director for Political-Military Affairs, Asia. He was the 
senior military assistant to the 76th Secretary of the Navy.  
 
His initial flag officer assignment was as commander, Navy  
Recruiting Command. 
 

Velez was inducted in the Puerto Rico Military Hall of 
Fame in November 2021 and is the recipient of the Navy 
League’s 2016 John Paul Jones Award for Inspirational 
Leadership. His personal military decorations include the 
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit,         
Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal. He is most proud of his appointment 
as an Honorary Chief Petty Officer. 

 

Please register on our website by noon Monday May 15.  

https://asne-tw.org/events
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ASNE TW April Dinner/Meeting Highlights 

 Dr. Martin Irvine, Executive Director, Commander, Naval Submarine Force, joined us for dinner April 
19th.  Dr. Irvine intrigued the guests with a briefing and overview of the current missions that the Subma-
rine Force is involved in, as well as a discussion of the challenges that submarine crews are dealing 
with.  Dr. Irvine also addressed areas where industry has opportunities to accelerate capability to the fleet 
and improve readiness of our Submarine Force. 
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ASNE TW Election Results! 

 Thank you ASNE Tidewater Section members for voting in our elections for 
the Executive Committee officers for the 2023-2024 program year.  Their term 
will begin July 1, 2023. 
 
Please join us in congratulating our officers: 
  

Joe Kosteczko – our current Vice-Chair will Fleet up to Chair 
 
Ken Blair – Vice Chair  
 
Charles (Chuck) Doty – Treasurer 
 
Neil St. Clair – Secretary 

 

 
Thank you all for your support of  ASNE Tidewater.  
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ASNE-Sika Ultimate Build-A-Boat Challenge 2023! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 10-11, 2023 

2023 ASNE-Sika Ultimate Build-A-Boat Challenge  

LOCATION: Harborfest® (America's largest, longest-running, free maritime festival) 

BUILDERS / TEAMS: The event is limited to 25 teams.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

SPONSORS: Please register your sponsorship or download a copy of the Sponsorship & 

Donation Form and submit to Mike D’Amato. This is a Low Cost - High Impact sponsor-

ship opportunity, supporting a no-stress, fun and festive event designed to showcase naval 

engineering, shipbuilding, and ship repair professionals and our region’s rich maritime her-

itage to the general public. It also supports a great cause. Once we cover costs for construc-

tion materials and such, 100% of net proceeds directly fund ASNE mission areas such 

as Engineering Scholarships, STEM grants and professional development programs. Our 

goal for this year is $10,000 Net towards these mission areas. 

DID YOU KNOW…  

Our local Tidewater Section of ASNE funds four $4,000 engineering scholarships and 

ten $500 STEM grants annually in recent years. Yes, that’s $21,000 per year towards in-

spiring and  supporting the next generation of engineering and technical professionals. 

Nationally, ASNE funds 15-20 graduate and undergraduate engineering scholarships 

every year! 

On the Ultimate Build-A-Boat Challenge event webpage, you can view a presentation and 
video of last year’s event. We hope you will come join the fun!   

 

For all questions, please contact Mike D'Amato 
Coordinator,  ASNE-Sika Ultimate Build-A-Boat Challenge 

Office: 757.226.1114 | Cell:  757.641.2877 | michael.damato@hii-tsd.com 
 

https://asne-tw.org/event-5185795
mailto:michael.damato@hii-tsd.com
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STEM Award to Local Elementary School 

 With the funds received at ASNE Tidewater events like the annual Ultimate Build-A-Boat Challenge, 
ASNE Tidewater provides financial support to schools and clubs in the Tidewater area of Virginia for 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) programs.  On May 11th our ASNE TW 
Chair Renée Reedy and Vice-Chair Joe Kosteczko were excited to present a STEM award to Jill Carl-
ton, the STEM program instructor at Ocean View Elementary School (OVES).  OVES is a Title 1 School 
in Norfolk. 
 
As Jill describes, “The gifted students at Ocean View are a very curious bunch. They love exploring and 
creating and have been working on basic coding and engineering briefs for the last few years.”  
 
She explained that the materials they’ll purchase with the STEM award will give the students an          
opportunity to foster their critical thinking and problem solving skills. “It will be a wonderful educational 
experience for them to take that knowledge and apply it to robotics. We are hoping that experience and 
practice with these types of STEM materials will enable the students to participate in competitions and/or 
apply to specialty school programs.  It will also inspire them to pursue careers in STEM.” Jill and the 
school’s Principal and Assistant Principal were very grateful for the grant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: pictures of the STEM classroom; Below L to R: Renée  Reedy, Mrs. Kirstin New (Principal), 

Ms. Jill Carlton (STEM Instructor), Ms. Ursula Morris (Assistant Principal), and Joe Kosteczko 
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MegaRust 2023  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ASNE is hosting MegaRust at the Hampton Roads Convention Center 
June 13-15, 2023. 

MegaRust is conducted annually to provide a consolidated focus on Navy corrosion issues. Corrosion is a 
major factor in the readiness and total ownership cost of naval systems and this conference is intended to 
provide updated information on programs, policies, standards and Fleet experience related to corrosion 
and to promote discussion and sharing of information on technologies and strategies for controlling corro-
sion. 

 
ASNE has partnered with the Association for Materials Protection and Performance (AMPP) and has the 
following classes taking place during the Mega Rust Symposium. These classes tend to fill very quickly! 
The date and link to register for the classes is below. If you have any questions, contact Jennifer Merck, 
Director of Education and Training, AMPP, (412) 288-6040. 

Class Offerings: 

• Thermal Spray Inspector: June 13, 2023 - 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM - Hampton, VA - MegaRust - 
Register 

• Corrosion Fundamentals Half Day Class: June 14, 2023 - 8 :00 AM to Noon - Hampton, VA - 
MegaRust - Register 

• Protective Coatings Fundamentals Half Day Class: June 14, 2023 - 1:00 PM-5:00 PM - Hamp-
ton, VA - MegaRust - Register 

 
You can also click here to register, just list Hampton, VA in the location box to get the classes to         

populate: 
https://my.ampp.org/education/courses/courseschedule.aspx 

 
Note: To Register for the MegaRust Show go to:  

https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/MR2023 

http://www.navalengineers.org/cvweb/link.htm?https://my.ampp.org/Store/Event.aspx?id=682c9213-2fdd-ed11-8202-005056a95a7c==238BC3EB-32FC-4630-B39B-169CE1840A3C/MR-2023
http://www.navalengineers.org/cvweb/link.htm?https://my.ampp.org/Store/Event.aspx?id=54afbace-30dd-ed11-8202-005056a95a7c==238BC3EB-32FC-4630-B39B-169CE1840A3C/MR-2023
http://www.navalengineers.org/cvweb/link.htm?https://my.ampp.org/Store/Event.aspx?id=6202da3b-2fdd-ed11-8202-005056a95a7c==238BC3EB-32FC-4630-B39B-169CE1840A3C/MR-2023
https://my.ampp.org/education/courses/courseschedule.aspx
https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/MR2023
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MACC is Coming to Portsmouth 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anchor down with ASNE at MACC! 

 
Join us June 27-29 in Portsmouth, VA to experience cutting-edge craft in the in-water demos as well as a 
thoughtful exchange of operational and technical information on small boats and craft. This conference 
always brings together a wonderful cross section from government agencies, universities, corporations, 
and the entire maritime community. 

 
Plus! See the 25 university-built craft race in the five-mile Promoting Electric Propulsion competition in 
the Elizabeth River. Cheer on your alma mater! See page 11 for more details! 

 
Sponsor, exhibitor and attendee registration is now open! Early Bird registration rates sail away quickly, 
so register today! 

 
Current ASNE Corporate Support members receive priority Exhibitor / In-Water Demo location selection, 
and significantly discounted rates for exhibiting and sponsoring at MACC!  

 

For all MACC details and registration, please visit our website:  

http://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/MACC2023  
 

Interested in sponsorship or exhibit opportunities? Email sponsorships@navalengineers.org  

http://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/MACC2023
mailto:sponsorships@navalengineers.org
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ASNE Promotes the Next Generation of STEM Leaders 

 

ASNE is excited to share the Office of Naval Research's strong support for the Promoting Electric          
Propulsion competition through 2025. This investment gives us the opportunity to visit the dozens of   
universities and hundreds of student engineers participating in the program.  
 
The heart of the competition is a five-mile race each summer; this year's competition is at the Multi-
Agency Craft Conference (MACC) in Portsmouth, VA on June 27-28.  
 
We encourage you to join us during our exciting pre-competition outreach! You can see us at the Sea-Air-
Space STEM Day (April 2), ODU's Maritime Symposium (April 12), and many local events listed on the 
PEP homepage. 
 
If you are looking to hire these students or wish to support these universities, there are event-day sponsor-
ships listed on the MACC page.  
 
If you or your organization would like to support this program directly, you can email us at                   
education@navalengineers.org and we will tailor a package that strengthens your organization and our 
naval engineering industry. 
 
Again, thanks to ONR for ensuring this program continues to improve the naval engineering pipeline. We 
are excited about Promoting Electric Propulsion!  

http://www.navalengineers.org/cvweb/link.htm?https://www.navalengineers.org/Education/Promoting-Electric-Propulsion-PEP==36D1DB1C-E63E-421E-AE9D-FD9539A9F5F5/PEP-Announcement
http://www.navalengineers.org/cvweb/link.htm?https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/MACC2023==36D1DB1C-E63E-421E-AE9D-FD9539A9F5F5/PEP-Announcement
MailTo:education@navalengineers.org
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ASNE's FMMS 2023 is Coming this September 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Theme:  

Innovative Approaches to Deliver Advanced Maritime Warfighting  

Capabilities 
 

ASNE is hosting Fleet Maintenance & Modernization Symposium (FMMS) September 6-8 
at the San Diego Convention Center, and we are excited to announce this year's theme is 
"Innovative Approaches to Deliver Advanced Maritime Warfighting Capabilities." For 

three days, attendees will enjoy paper presentations, expert panels, and keynote speeches 
covering the delivery, capability, and infrastructure of our ships, sailors, and systems.  

 

Register Today! 

 

If you are looking to maximize your brand, purchase an exhibit booth or sponsorship      
today!  

 
Please email: Sponsorships@NavalEngineers.org or call (703)836-6727 to discuss the best 

opportunity for your organization or to submit your application. 
 

Visit our website for more information on all things FMMS. 
https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/FMMS2023  

 

http://www.navalengineers.org/cvweb/link.htm?https://www.navalengineers.org/Events/Event-Info/sessionaltcd/FMMS2023==64B8C1FE-DEDE-4CB4-8886-4E062ABF720E/FMMS2023
mailto:Sponsorships@NavalEngineers.org
https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/FMMS2023

